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and use or break in a corner. Now, if modern
capital were really of this nature, the state no
doubt might conceivably do something like what
the writer suggests, in the way of dealing out
similar industrial opportunities to everybody. But,
as he himself is perfectly well aware, the distinctive
feature of capital in the modern world is one which
renders any such course impossible. Modern
capital, as a whole, in so far as it consists of imple-
ments, consists not of implements which can be
used by each user separately. It consists of enor-
mous mechanisms, with the works and structures
pertaining to them, which severally require to be
used by thousands of men at once, and which no
one of the number can use without reference to the
operations of the others. If the state were to
acquire the ownership of all the steel-mills at
Pittsburg, how could it do more than is done by
their present owners, to confer on each of the
employ6s any kind of position analogous to that
of a man "who has his own canoe"? The state
could just as easily perform the literal feat of
cutting up the Lusitania into a hundred thousand
dinghys, in each of which somebody would enjoy
the equal opportunity of paddling a passenger
from Sandy Hook to Southampton.

But we will not tie our author too closely to
the terms of his own metaphor. The work from
which I have just quoted is a bookletl in which he

1 Socialism : the Mattock- Wilshire Argument. By
Gaylord Wilshire. New York, 1907.